
ST. PIUS X COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

  
 

1 
  

Saint Pius X Monthly 
Community  Newsletter 

  

Issue 79: December 2016 

 

MISSION 

The purpose of the newsletter is to connect the St Pius X community 
with one another, to encourage sharing, understanding and support 
amongst one another, enabling the community to work towards 
becoming a more Christ-centred community. 



ST. PIUS X COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

  
 

2 
  

 
EDITORIAL 

The first item since the last newsletter this month was the occasion of the Faith 
Formation children making their first confession followed by Father Frank’s 
Farewell Mass at Constantia. The end of year Mass for the Deaf Community was 
held on November 27th celebrated by Archbishop Stephen Brislin. Youth Mass on 
4th December to end the year. The Youth will be having a party on the 18th 
December and a Youth Camp. For the parishioners - New Year’s Eve Dance. 

St Pius X are looking forward to two more events to happen in December. The 
Carols at Schoenstatt on the 15th which will be attended by several parishes in 
the Deanery and the day after, the Senior’s Tea which is always an enjoyable 
function. 

Next publication will be distributed on 28th and 29th January 2017 

Send articles to spxnewsletter@gmail.com or the letter box outside the Cry 
Chapel.  Please mark it clearly for the Newsletter.   

The deadline for submission is 15th January 2017. Articles received after our 
deadline will be held  over until the next month’s issue.   

 

SPECIAL REQUESTS 

The Editorial team respectfully requests that only 1 copy of the monthly SPX 
Newsletter be taken for each family. Remember, we can email it to you on 
request, just ask us here: spxnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 

We would love to meet you and get to know more about you.  Please send us a 
line or two telling us more about yourself, where you reside and what mass times 
you attend. 

mailto:spxnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:spxnewsletter@gmail.com
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SAINT OF THE MONTH 

Saint Stephen, First Martyr 

Feast day 26 December – Patron of stonemasons 

All that is known about Stephen is recorded in Chapters VI and 
VII of the Acts of the Apostles.     He was a man “full of faith and 
power”, and doubtless a Greek speaking Jew, as he is referred to 
as the  first  of the seven deacons chosen by the apostles to look 
after the needs of Greek speaking widows among the Christians 
at Jerusalem.   He was also a zealous preacher, who “did great 
wonders and miracles”.   However, he was denounced to the 
Jewish council as a blasphemer.  When brought before the 
council he addressed it at length, summarizing the history of 
Israel and ending by calling his audience stiff-necked men who 
resisted the Holy Spirit as their fathers had done;  those fathers 
had persecuted the prophets and now they themselves had 

killed the Holy One as the prophets foretold.   Looking upward, “Behold”, he said, “I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”     
Thereupon they rushed him out of the city and stoned him.   “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit,” he cried, and falling on his knees prayed, “Lord, do not lay this sin against 
them’”   Whereafter he fell asleep in the Lord.   35AD 
Standing by approving this execution was a young man from Tarsus, Saul by name; he 

was to become Paul the apostle of the Gentiles. 

Sources:  Butlers Lives of the Saints,   

                 Illustrated Lives of the Saints  

                A Dictionary of Saints. 

 
All of which are available in the parish library 

Contributor: Jennifer Jones 
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OUR BIRTHDAY GIFT FOR JESUS 

 

What is a good Christian? They have faith, love and hope inside of 
them.   Being a good Christian is listening to what God has to say and 
doing what he thinks we should do. The real way to Christian unity is 
to respect, love and understand each other. Being a good Christian is 
very important, but it’s not that easy, we all make mistakes, but 

mistakes are what makes us human. 

To love you have to let go of grudges. We need to do more and talk less. We need to 
try and work with each other. Love is the most important thing, because Jesus loves 
us so much that he died for us on the cross. Pray more, pray to God about 
everything, talking to God should be second nature. Offer your help to someone, it 
doesn’t matter how small the deed is, you will have made a mark on that person’s life 
forever. A good Christian respects other people and their beliefs. A good Christian 
does not judge people, but loves them. Never stop believing in God because you 
know that he’s always with you. Two of the main things to my point of view, in being 
a good Christian, are faith and acceptance. Have faith in God and pray from the 
heart; accept people for who they are. A good Christian is someone who is full of joy, 
kindness, love and always helps people. Life is precious, you only get one shot, so you 
must make it count and try to make the world a better place. The Lord is with you 
wherever you go. You need to listen to the word of God, pray, talk to him, tell him 
your worries, your weaknesses, joys and happiness; at the end of it all, don’t forget to 
say thank you for all that he has given you. Remember God is with you every step of 
the way. Going to church is a good way to build Christianity, because then we get to 
worship God together with the church community. We need to respond to God and 
his choices in a positive way. Being a good Christian is about obeying your parents, 
especially at this age (13), we feel that our parents are unreasonable, but the truth is 
that they know what is best for us and they are just trying to protect us. Have faith in 
God and his plans for your life. Forgive others so you can be forgiven, do not hold 
grudges, because you will be the one with a load on your shoulder. Pray, God will 
always listen to you, he is never too busy for one of his children, and prayer brings 
you closer to God, your father. 
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Being a good Christian means being aware of what’s happening around you and 
spreading God’s message to whoever you find. We need to be the face of true 
Christianity. The real way to Christian unity is to love, care and understand people. 
It’s about having faith and not doubt; to not give up 
and to rather try harder. A good Christian is someone 
who is willing to give up everything for God. We need 
to be one with God.  

Loving Jesus you have been born into our lives; we 
know that you are never too busy for your children – 

thank you! 

 

 A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ST ANNE’S GRADE 7 CLASS OF 2016 FOR ALL THE INPUT  

 
GREETINGS FROM THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

The PPC’s main areas of responsibility are: promoting the liturgy and people’s 
participation in the sacraments; encouraging lay people to become involved in 
pastoral responsibilities and lay ministries; promoting catechetics and religious 
formation; promoting evangelisation; encouraging Christian witness about social 
concerns, particularly justice and peace issues; the youth apostolate; marriage and 
the family; promoting diocesan pastoral policy in the parish; growing our 
relationships with fellow Christians. 

 Pope Francis makes the point that: “Instead of imposing new obligations, (Christians) 
should appear as people who wish to share their joy, who point to a horizon of 
beauty and who invite others to a delicious banquet.” St Pius X is truly blessed with a 
parish priest of the calibre of Fr Mark, with warm, committed and welcoming 
parishioners, a dedicated Parish Finance Committee (PFC) and a PPC with portfolios 
heading up a most impressive and vibrant collection of evangelistic activities.  

December is a wonderful time because it’s the time in which we celebrate the birth 
of the Christ child. God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to be born. His birth 
brought great joy to the world. The entire reason for Christmas is the love of God. 
God loves you so much that he came to earth as a human so you could get to know 
him and learn to trust him and love him back. Your best Christmas comes not from 
the gaily-wrapped presents under the Christmas tree, but from the One wrapped in 
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swaddling clothes lying in a wooden manger in the town of Bethlehem, the One 
whose birthday we celebrate. 

Joy is the true gift of Christmas.   We can communicate this joy simply: with a smile, a 
kind gesture, a little help, forgiveness. And the joy we give will certainly come back to 
us.   Let us pray that this presence of the liberating joy of God shines forth in our 
lives. Christmas can be a season of great joy. It is a time of God showing His great 
love for us. It can be a time of healing and renewed strength. 

St Teresa of Calcutta said it beautifully: “It is Christmas every time you let God love 
others through you ... yes, it is Christmas every time you smile at your brother and 
offer him your hand.”     

Contributor:  Tony McEwen, PPC Chairman 
 

ADVENT PRAYER WREATH 

A custom that children love and which daily and visibly expresses the meaning of the 
Advent season is the advent wreath.   The lighting of the candles reminds us that 
Christ is the Light of the world.  The circular shape reminds us that God is eternal, 
that is, he had no beginning and will live forever.  The evergreens remind us that God 
never changes. 

The advent wreath can be made and used in a number of ways.   An ordinary 
Christmas wreath may be placed on a table with four candles in low holders.   
Evergreen boughs may be fastened to an Advent wreath frame.   

Three of the candles for the wreath are purple, the fourth one, lighted on the third 
Sunday of Advent, is rose pink to express our joy that Christmas is so close.   If all four 
candles are white, three purple bows and one pink bow may be tied around the 
candles. 

On the eve of the first Sunday of Advent, or the Sunday itself, the family gathers 
around the wreath, the Advent prayers are said and each child in turn lights the first 
candle.  Each week one more candle is lit.   The gathering light in the wreath each 
week announces that the celebration of Christ is coming draws steadily near. 

Source :   Advent Begins at Home – Family prayers and activities. –  
Available in the parish library along with other books about Advent. 
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ADVENT BEGINS AT HOME - SPECIAL FEAST DAYS IN ADVENT 

There are many special days in Advent.   Here are three that could be especially 
remembered as part of your Christmas preparation. 

St Nicholas Day – 6 December 
On the eve of St Nicholas Day parents might first read or tell to their children the 
story of kind St Nicholas – how he provided dowries for poor girls, how he is the 
patron saint of Russia and the special protector of children.  Then they might explain 
the custom of children (especially if they have been good) hanging stockings to 
receive gifts from St Nicholas. 

Immaculate Conception – 8 December 
Here parents might explain the meaning of this day and what is celebrated – that it 
was Mary who (as a special favour from God) was conceived without stain of sin in 
preparation for the birth of his Son.       The family could pray together gathered 
round a lighted candle that has been decorated to honour the Mother of Jesus.   A 
plain white or blue ribbon will make the candle special.  Perhaps part of the rosary or 
some other favourite prayer to the Blessed Mother could be prayed. 

St. Jane Frances de Chantal – 12 December 
Another interesting saint who would fascinate any child is Jane Frances de Chantal.  
She was wife, mother, nun and the founder of a religious community.   Frances died 
more than 300 years ago, but while living, was a woman of beauty and refinement, 
lively and cheerful in temperament.    

Perhaps you might talk about Jane Frances with your children.   What would 
Christmas have been like 300 years ago with her family?   No electric lights.   No 
gaudy presents.    No television programmes.   It would be an opportunity, not only 
to find out about a truly exemplary female saint but also to get a little perspective 
again on what and who we are celebrating. 

 
CHOC HOUSE THANK YOU TEA 

The members of the CWL, along with other supporters of CHOC House in Plumstead, 
were invited to a thank you tea at the house in late October. Lana, the house mother, 
thanked all those who help to ease the burden of caring for children with cancer and 
their anxious parents. In common with so many organisations up and down the 
country, their budget has been cut and it is only thanks to kind donors that they are 
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able to manage to the end of each month. Before indulging in tea and cake we were 
treated to a song by 2 of the mothers staying at the house. Other guests included 
representatives of different church organisations as well as some members of the 
Inner Wheel Club of Table Bay, the women’s branch of Rotary. In reality this was a 
thank you to the parishioners of St Pius X, as it is only due to your generous support 
of our fundraisers that we are able to assist CHOC House each month. 
CHOC House Plumstead celebrated its 10th birthday on 10th November. 
 

 
 

Contributors: Sandy Roman and Michaela Peart 

 
FATHER FRANK’S FAREWELL MASS AND TEA 

What a wonderful farewell Mass at Our Lady of the 

Visitation, Constantia, very dramatic and full of pomp 

and ceremony with drum rolls heralding in the Royal 

feast of Christ the King together with a Brass Band, 

wonderful pipe organ and choir of 15 or 16 members. 

The Kyrie and Sanctus were sung in Latin led by Father 

Frank and the church was packed. Visitors had come 

from Hermanus, Bredasdorp and of course several from 

Plumstead and he was very grateful and touched by it 

all. After the Mass there was tea in the hall and everyone queuing to wish him well 

with a short speech of thanks from one of the parishioners.    

Contributor: Maureen Cooton 
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CHRISTMAS PENITENTIAL SERVICE     

CORPUS CHRISTIE WYNBERG THURSDAY 17TH DEC 7.30 PM 

HOLY REDEEMER BERGVLIET THURSDAY 17TH DEC 7.00 PM    

Advent Reflection. 

 At St Pius on Tuesday 20 December at 7pm. Take time to prepare oneself for the 

great feast of Christ’s Birth.  

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES AT ST PIUS X      

VIGIL MASS             SATURDAY  24TH DEC   6.00 PM 

MINDNIGHT MASS          SATURDAY  24TH DEC 10.30 PM     

CHRISTMAS MORNING MASS  SUNDAY         25TH DEC   9.00 AM 

ONLY ONE MORNING MASS 

 
MASS FOR THE DEAF COMMUNITY 

On Sunday 27th November Mass was 

celebrated by Archbishop Stephen 

Brislin with vicar general Peter John 

Pearson and Deacon Rodney in 

attendance. The start of Mass was 

delayed as the trains were not running 

and some members were having 

trouble getting here on time or even 

at all. This was very sad as it was a 

wonderful celebration for the end of 

the year. Father Mark welcomed everyone with sign language and there were two 

sign language interpreters during the whole of the Mass. Hymns were projected on a 

screen and played over a sound system and were enjoyed by all led by a group of 

three with sign language.   Archbishop Brislin gave a very warm and appropriate 

sermon on the meaning of Advent.  

Contributor: Maureen Cooton 
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FAITH FORMATION  

                                                                                                                                           
On the 19th November this group of our Faith 
Formation children made their first confession 
under the guidance of Alessandra Pasensie. 

 

 

On Sunday, 4 December 2016 saw Faith Formation at SPX conclude the year with a 

beautiful Children’s Mass followed by the Amazing Grace. Based on the television 

series, Amazing Race, the children, from Grades R to 7 were divided into 8 teams. 

After choosing a team leader and team name the first clue was given and the race 

began. Using the over-arching theme of Advent and the coming of Christ, the teams 

criss-crossed the grounds of St Pius and St Anne’s Primary School. The catechists 

joined in the fun by acting as Task Masters at the various stops. Teams meant serious 

business and did not hesitate to yield those behind them. The game fostered great 

team work and spirit; with lots of fun and laughter. 

Working together took on new meaning as the first clue had them meeting Angel 

Gabriel in the Garden; imitating Mary sitting on a donkey by choosing one person to 

piggyback; decorating the star that the shepherds followed; to dressing up as three 

wise men bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh and finally concluding the 

race by wrapping gifts to be placed under the Christmas tree. The first team to 

successfully complete the race was Team 4. Each child was rewarded with a 

refreshment pack after completing the race.  

Our sincere thanks and appreciation to the parents and children for their unwavering 

support and participation. To all catechist for the planning and organising of this 

event – from creating the clues to bringing ice for the cooldrinks to participating so 

willingly in the various activities – THANK YOU.  All in all a super fun-tastic day!  
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Wishing our children and their families a blessed Christmas and peaceful New Year!     

God Bless 

Contributor:  Nina Pasensie  Co-ordinator: Faith Formation 
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LIBRARY CLUB  

On 16th  November the Library Club spent a 

most enjoyable morning at the Acapulco Spur 

in Bergvliet tucking in to a scrumptious 

breakfast.   The atmosphere was sociable and 

friendly, so much so that we were all still 

chatting away at lunch time.   

We have had an eventful year with the 

highlight being our guest speaker, Dr Imam 

Rashied Omar, and appreciated the support 

that the parishioners gave to this event. 

Other notable topics during the course of the year were our Arts and Crafts morning when 

we learnt about Scrapbooking in its many varied forms, Calligraphy, Art Therapy , The 

history of knitting as well as exhibits of knitting. Also how to make a rag doll,  printing, 

cultivating bean sprouts in a jar, etcetera...    

We certainly have many talented ladies in our parish. A sample of the Calligraphy is 

reflected here.     

Contributor:  Jennifer Jones 
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PARISH QUIZ 

 
1. In which city was “Good King Wenceslas” born? 

 
2. Christmas Island is a territory of which country? 

 
3. Which charity was the first to produce its own Christmas card in 1949? 

 
4. Who banned Christmas in England between 1647 and 1660? 

 
5. What is the “Feast of Stephen” called today? 

  
6. Which city donates the Trafalgar Square Christmas tree to the people of 

London each year? 
 

7. In which country is Panettone the traditional cake eaten at Christmas time? 
 

8. The best selling single record of all time is a song from the 1942 film Holiday 
Inn. What is the name of the song? 
 

9. Child star Jimmy Boyd sang a very popular Christmas song in the 1950’s which 
was banned by the Catholic Church for being adulterous. What was it called? 
 

10.  Who was the first British Monarch to have a Christmas Tree? 
 
 
 

 

 

Contributor:  Helene Dollman 

 

Answers on page 15 
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CHILDREN’S FUN 

 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

 

 

 
 

Answers:  1.  Prague  2. Australia    3. UNICEF 

4.  Oliver Cromwell    5.  Boxing Day   6.   Oslo 

7.  Italy  8. White Christmas   9. I saw Mommy kissing 

Santa Claus  10. Queen Victoria 
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PARISH ADVERTS 

HALL HIRE 

Want to hire our church hall for an event or special occasion?  

Contact Thelma Van Riel:  021 761 7617 

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

For all your floral needs - weddings, funerals, birthdays and more.  
Contact Sushie:  021 704 2190 or 083 271 6958 

creationbysush@gmail.com  and  www.facebook.com/creationbysush     

 

PHOTOGRAPHY AND MORE 

Looking for a photographer for any occasion or event, content and layout? 

Other services include: web site designer and developer, project manager and 
technical lead in system development?  

Contact Theresa:  084 633 3038 

gems.lion04@gmail.com or theresa.coetzee40@gmail.com  

 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & REPAIRS 

Do you need a Handyman? I do repairs of electrical points, lights, plugs, stoves 
as well as laminate floor installation and minor household repairs. 

Contact  Bernard: 082 493 4574  

 
PRINTING OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS KINDLY SPONSORED BY 

Andre De Vries: 081 508 5952 

*These adverts are a service to our parishioners and our community and are not necessarily endorsed by the Editorial Committee. 

mailto:creationbysush@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/creationbysush
mailto:gems.lion04@gmail.com
mailto:theresa.coetzee40@gmail.com

