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Mission: 

The purpose of the newsletter is to connect the St Pius X community 
with one another, to encourage sharing, understanding and support 
among one another, enabling the community to work towards 
becoming a more Christ-centred community. 
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 St. Pius X Community News 

EDITORIAL: 

The Editorial Team wishes each and every one of you a Blessed Christmas and a safe 
New Year. Please take care on the roads. There are two Christmas messages this 
month, one from Fr Mark and the other from Stephen Arrow. Our newsletter is sent 
far and wide, read the feedback from Switzerland. Check out what’s available in the 
Parish library…always something worthwhile to read. Read about the Carols by 
Candlelight service as well as the Seniors’ tea. 

Please keep Vera Stenger and her family in your prayers following the death of her 
son-in-law. RIP. 

The deadline for submission for January’s  Newsletter is 15th January.  Our email 
address is: spxnewsletter@gmail.com  or you can use the letter box outside the Cry 
Chapel. Please mark it clearly for the Newsletter. Should an article be received after 
our deadline date, we may have to hold it over for publication in the next month’s 
issue. Next publication will be distributed over the weekend 24th/25th January.   

  

SPECIAL REQUEST 

The Editorial team respectfully requests that only 1 copy of the monthly SPX 
Newsletter be taken for each family. Remember, we can email it to you on request. 
Details above. 

 

WELCOME: 

New Parishioners: 

We would love to meet you and get to know more about you.  Please send us a line or 
two telling us more about yourself, where you reside and what mass times you 
attend. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 

It was around July/August 2013 when I was asked if I would like to be parish priest of 
St Pius X. I was told I could think about it and I did (for about a minute) and agreed to 
the transfer. Change is not easy but the transition was easy and I thank you the 
parishioners of St Pius for making it easy for me. I can’t believe that a year has passed 
so quickly and we are on the verge of 2015. 
  
It has been a wonderful year for me as I settled down into the parish and it was your 
warmth and love which helped me. St Pius is a dynamic parish with lots to offer and 
one can look back and see how much was done during this year. The various 
ministries in our parish keep it going and the enthusiasm of everyone is something to 
be admired. Because of the involvement of so many in the parish it frees me up to 
minister to the Deaf Community of Cape Town and other duties I have. 
  
I also admire the family life at St Pius where families come together for mass. Looking 
ahead I see the parish growing and there are many other events both spiritual and 
social that I would like to see happening in our parish. One of the ministries I would 
like to start is House Masses on a weekly basis. I also would like you as parishioners 
using your talents in our parish as I will be looking for parishioners to run the baptism 
classes and other ministries which I will make known in the near future. 
  
I want to thank each and every one of you for making me feel so welcome and at 
home at St Pius X. I pray that the Christ Child of Bethlehem may reign in your hearts 
and lives and in your families. 
  
May the New Year bring many blessings to all at St Pius. 
  
Yours in the love of Christ 
  
God bless. 
  
Padre 
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MESSAGE FROM ST PIUS X PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 

Just a brief review of the year 2014 which started off on the right footing with the 
appointment of Fr Mark as our new parish priest. He was welcomed into our 
community in our true St Pius X spirit and it has not taken long for him to settle in. 
This is mainly due to the willingness of our parishioners to work together with him, 
building communion in our community. It feels as if he has always been with us. 

The office bearers on our Parish Pastoral Council have also settled in due mainly to 
your support and encouragement. On behalf of our Council I wish to extend a sincere 
word of thanks to you all. 

We certainly owe a debt of gratitude to all those in the various groups who so 
unselfishly volunteered their time and energy to ensure success during the past year. 
In particular the team of our Spirituality Path is to be commended, especially for their 
initiatives regarding the Paschal Meal, the Prayer and Life Workshop and the Prayer 
for Peace Hour, to name but a few. They certainly have enriched our faith and 
spiritually inspired us. 

Our parish is indeed blessed by having on board the calibre of persons belonging to 
our CWL and Workers of Mercy group as they persevere in ensuring a successful 
Outreach programme. With their experiences in the past we, as Parish Council, can 
only be guided by them in identifying those who are in need and especially the needy 
in our own community. But then our community at SPX has such a great spirit of 
generosity, an ethos which has developed over the years. 

We wish to acknowledge the services rendered throughout this year by our 
catechists, ministers of the Eucharist, proclaimers of the Word, altar servers, our 
music ministry, those involved with floral arrangements, ushers, collectors and the 
library, those who clean and polish, the garden team and our sacristan Vera Stenger. It 
is your efforts that make worshipping at SPX so very special and spiritually rewarding. 
The Food Fair was a resounding success thanks to Thelma Van Riel and her team. Our 
editorial team has continued to deliver with our monthly newsletter and our sincere 
thanks to them. 

We look forward to next year when we as your Parish Council will be called upon to 
become more active at Deanery level in the Constantiaberg area. 
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Added to this, in the early part of next year the Archdiocese will be rolling out the 
Child Protection Policy including the holding of training workshops for various 
ministries which are scheduled for commencement in February and will continue 
through to June. Family Life will come under the spotlight in May.  

Hot off the press, our parish web site has been registered and presently information is 
being gathered for uploading. Our thanks to James Deas and Fr Mark for their efforts. 
Visit www.spxpl.co.za  

Further to this, on behalf of our Parish Pastoral Council I extend every good wish to 
you and your families, as you await the coming of the Christ Child, for a blessed and 
peaceful Christmas and New Year.  

 

Stephen Arrow (Chairman, PPC) 

 

CWL YEAR END BREAKFAST 

On Saturday 13th December, the CWL gathered together for a year end 
breakfast. Thank you to Stephanie Nunn who made her lovely home available to 
us. All but one were able to attend. Tea, coffee and juice were available on 
arrival and we sat under the trees in Stephanie’s garden waiting for all to arrive.                                 
We started off the morning with fresh strawberries and yoghurt, both healthy 
and delicious. Next we tucked into warm croissants with jam and/or cheese. 
There was lots of chatter and laughter around the table, something which is 
synonymous with our CWL….we really are a happy, contented group of ladies. 
Thank you to Bev Duncan for the beautiful rosewood rosaries you presented to 
each of us, greatly appreciated. A big thank you to our President, Michaela 
Peart, for your outstanding organizing, it was spot on! The CWL wishes all at      
St Pius X a Blessed Christmas and a safe and prosperous 2015. If you are on the 
roads this festive season, please take care. 

 

http://www.spxpl.co.za/
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THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

28 December 2014 
 
The Feast of the Holy Family celebrates the human family unit, as well as the ultimate 
family unit, Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  The feast which is not a solemnity is usually 
celebrated on the Sunday after Christmas.  If Christmas falls on a Sunday, then the 
feast is celebrated on 30 December. 
The Holy Family is the name given to the family unit of Jesus:  The Divine Son of God, 
Jesus, his mother the Virgin Mary and his foster-father Joseph.   We know very little 
about the life of the Holy Family through the canonical Gospels.   They speak of the 
early years of the Holy Family, including the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, the flight 
into Egypt and finding Jesus in the temple.   While the exact details of the day-to-day 
life of the Holy Family may be unknown, we can still learn a lot from the stories that 
we do have.  
Devotion to the Holy Family is a recent development, but one that naturally grows 
out of a love for Jesus and his family.   The cult of the Holy Family grew in popularity 
in the 17th century, and several religious congregations have been founded under this 
title.   The Holy Family also became portrayed in popular art of the period.   On 26 
October 1921 the Congregation of Rites (under Pope Benedict XV) inserted the Feast 
of the Holy Family into the Latin Rite general calendar.   Until then it had been 
celebrated regionally. 
Popes before and including Benedict XV (especially Leo XIII) promoted the feast as a 
way to counter the breakdown of the family unit.   Today the Church celebrates the 
feast on the Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s Day (known as the feast of 
Mary Mother of God in the Catholic Church).   If both Christmas and New Year’s Day 
fall on Sundays, no Sunday exists between the two dates, so the Church celebrates 
the Holy Family Feast on 30 December. If the feast falls on the 30th, attendance is not 
obligatory.   Up until 1969, the Holy Family Feast was celebrated on the first Sunday 
after the Epiphany. It was transferred to its current date in 1969 thus bringing it 
within the Christmas season. 

 
Source:  Various sites on the internet. 
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PARISH LIBRARY 

 
Advent and Christmas - Wisdom from St Francis of Assisi 
Compiled by John V. Kruse 
 
The much loved Saint Francis of Assisi discarded the trappings of wealth and found 
Christ in the simple life.  Through daily meditations, Scripture readings and action 
based spiritual exercises written for Advent and Christmas season, we are each 
invited to examine our spiritual life, to listen to the wisdom of Saint Francis, and to 
follow in the footsteps of Christ. 
 
“As Francis admonishes, let me not only recount the lives of the saints, but also seek 
to imitate their courageous example.”   
Prayer for Christmas Day 2 
                             ================================ 
Still on the subject of Advent, Thomas Merton’s Breakthrough to Joy which 
comprises his Advent reflections and are taken from his writings which remain fresh 
into this century – especially his many personal journals and letters.   In compiling this 
book the editor looked for Advent themes including faith, hope, spiritual longing, and 
radical demands of discipleship and (what always seemed to be on Merton’s mind) 
our  need to open ourselves to what is always and everywhere available to us in all its 
richness: intimate union with God. 
                          ===================================== 
 
What emerges from Henri J.M. Nouwen’s  books on Advent – Living in Hope and 
Jesus Beloved Son are  soul-searching expressions of longing for God – an apt theme 
indeed for the weeks when we renew our hope in Christ and strive to deepen our 
appreciation of the redemption of Christ in reconciling us to God. 
                            ===================================== 
Under African Skies 
Reflections for Advent and Christmas by Carolyn Butler 
“The celebration of Advent and Christmas resonates much better for us when 
approached in the African way – approached via the seasons of the south.  Of Africa. 
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Advent has to do with arrival, with coming.   Advent is typified in spring and summer 
and growth, new life.  Life springing forth from the root of Jesse.   Seeds sown and 
growing in preparation for the Kingdom of God.  The Christmas message of joy is 
given first to shepherds, on the hills with their sheep, a very African image.” 
A book of daily readings, reflections and prayers. 
                                     ============================= 
 
Thank you to Jennifer Le Roux and Margaret Lewis for their donations to the Parish 
Library. 
                                       ------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

OUR NEWSLETTER 

This is the last issue of the SPX Newsletter for me and Michaela Peart. We have been 
on board from the beginning, 4 and a half years ago. Our lives have taken new 
directions and it’s time for us to hand over the reins to a capable Editorial Team. If 
anyone out there would like to get involved, please come forward. You do not have to 
write the articles yourself, hopefully our parishioners will do that for you! Articles: the 
Editorial Team likes to receive original and /or personal stories. We don’t want to re-
print the many emails which go around and around. Tell us about your family, births, 
special milestones, in fact anything that is important to you.                                                             
We welcome articles from the various groups in our parish. Let everyone know what 
you are doing and supply contact details.   

The Editorial Team meets once a month for about an hour, at a time suitable for all. 
This is usually about 10 to 12 days before publication. We check that we have enough 
articles for the current issue (and panic if we don’t!) and plan ahead for the next 
issue. So, please give it some thought and come aboard in 2015. 

(Sandy Roman) 
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THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 

Fir Tree – Remains green all year round representing the everlasting hope of 

mankind. All the needles point to heaven making it a symbol of man’s thoughts 

towards heaven. 

Star – God promised a Saviour for the world and the star told of his coming. 

Candle – Symbolises the light of the world 

Wreath – Symbolises the never ending love of God 

Santa Claus - the generosity and kindness we feel at Christmas 

(St Nicholas Day is actually on the 6th of December) 

The Holly Leaf - represents the crown of thorns and the red berries the blood 

Gift – God gave the best gift of all he gave his own son. It also represents the gift of 

the Wise Men. 

The Sugar Cane - represents the shepherd crook and brings the sheep back to the 

flock. Upside down it also represents “J” for Jesus 

Angel – The angels announced the arrival of the baby Jesus 

Bell – The lost sheep are found by the sound of the bell it should ring to guide us to 

God 

Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas. 

Compiled by Maureen Cooton 
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

Oh holy night, the stars were brightly shining. 

T’was the night of the first St Pius X Carols by Candlelight.   

Monday the 15th marked the beginning of what is hopefully going to be a fixed event 

in our community’s calendar.   It was the first Carols by Candlelight hosted by our 

parish and was held at the Schoenstatt gardens in Constantia.  

As people began arriving, there was a nice atmosphere. It was great to see everyone 

hugging or waving in greeting as friends and families found each other and claimed 

their picnic spots on the lawns. Although the wind was a little brisk, it was great to 

see so many relaxing on the lawns, the adults reclining in the chairs, kids yelling and 

running between the blankets. 

 As for the nativity, I think that all hearts were stolen by the most adorable collection 

of children ever in their angel and shepherd costumes. And congratulations to the 

older “children”, who took on the roles of Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth and Zachariah. And 

I’m sure that anyone that was there would agree that baby Jesus was played 

brilliantly by Colby Valkenburg (1 month old). Thank you to those who organised the 

nativity. We appreciate your time. And thanks to the parents for encouraging your 

children to take part in the nativity, it’s a memory every child loves to have. 

The music was also wonderful. From providing the music during the nativity to 

singing in the carols afterward, the singers and musicians helped to make this a very 

special evening. They put their best effort in to sing for everyone who was listening. 

Thank you very much to those who helped or supported the coffee stand. All profits 

went to Buckets of a Love and it wonderful to say that our parish was able to donate 

5 buckets to the CWD. I know there will be families out there thankful for your 

support in this festive season. 

And a general thanks to those who helped in any way to making this evening special. 

It is memories like these that make a community. (Nicol Hoare) 

 

Well organised evening and thanks to Schoenstatt for the use of their grounds. Hope 

for better weather next year! (One of the attendees) 
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TURKEY TRIVIA 

Ever wonder why turkey made it onto the traditional Christmas dinner menu?  It 

certainly wasn’t the original centrepiece of the Christmas dinner table – in medieval 

England you were more likely to have feasted on peacock or boar (and presumably 

only if you were wealthy). By 1526 it seems that the first turkeys had made an 

appearance in England, brought there by an enterprising Yorkshireman called William 

Strickland. He allegedly acquired them from American Indian traders (the bird is 

native to North and Central America, and was hunted by Native Americans as early as 

1000 AD) during his travels and sold them for a few pennies each in Bristol. 

Popular history has Henry VIII (he of the many wives) being the first English monarch 

to have eaten turkey as part of his Christmas dinner. However, turkey did not become 

a standard item on the Christmas menu for another few centuries, and goose 

remained the more common option (unless you were very wealthy, in which case 

swan, pheasants and peacocks were likely to grace your table). In Charles Dickens’ A 

Christmas Carol, the Cratchit family was going to dine on goose until a repentant 

Scrooge provided a turkey. Edward VII, Queen Victoria’s son, made eating turkey 

fashionable at Christmas, but it remained a luxury item until the 1950s when it 

became more affordable and thus accessible to most people. Here in South Africa, 

due to our history as a British colony, turkey is very much a part of Christmas 

celebrations.  

 Fossil evidence shows that turkeys have been around for 10 million years 

 Native Americans used turkey feathers to stabilise their arrows and to adorn 

ceremonial dress 

 In England in 1930 it took a week’s wages to buy a turkey, and now it takes 

1.7hours 

 Approximately 10 million turkeys are eaten every Christmas in the UK, and in 

the US about 60 million are eaten at Thanksgiving 
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 Israel is the world’s biggest consumer of turkey at 13kg per capita  

 The record for the largest gathering of people dressed as turkeys stands at 661, 

and was set in Dallas, Texas, on the 24th of November 2011 

Sources:  www.britishturkey.co.uk 
  What Caesar Did for My Salad by Albert Jack 
  A History of English Food by Clarissa Dickson Wright 
 
(I worked for the Police Headquarters in Lancashire and a retired policeman was 
breeding turkeys and we could order one delivered fresh just before Christmas but we 
couldn't define the size. We got one that was 16lbs and it took us a week to get 
through it. Maureen Cooton) 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS STORY by HERTHA PAULI 

On the 24th of December, 1818, in Hallein, a village in the Austrian Alps, Father Joseph 

Mohr sat alone, reading the Bible. All through the valley the children were excited for 

it was Holy Eve, and they could stay up for Midnight Mass. On their way down the 

paths they carried rush lights, so that from the village the valley looked like a huge 

Christmas tree with moving candles.                                                                                                          

The young priest sat at his study table, working on a sermon for the midnight service. 

He was not looking at the valley that was so festively lit. He read the story of the 

shepherd to whom the angel came and said: “Unto you is born this day in the City of 

David a Saviour…”  Just as Fr Mohr read this passage a knock sounded on his door. A 

peasant woman entered and she told him about a child born earlier that day to a 

poor family living on one of the highest Alps in his parish. The parents had sent her to 

ask the priest to come and bless the baby that it might live and prosper.                                                                                                            

Fr Mohr was moved on his visit to the poorly lit hut where the young mother lay on a 

bed smiling happily, with her baby asleep in her arms. The scene did not resemble the 

manger in the City of David, yet the last words he had read in his Bible seemed to be  

 

 

http://www.britishturkey.co.uk/
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addressed to him. Returning to the valley, he saw that the dark slopes were alight 

with the torches of mountaineers on their way to church, and from far and near bells 

began to ring. To Fr Mohr, a true Christmas miracle had come to pass.  After the  

midnight service, he tried to put down on paper what had happened to him. The 
words kept turning into verse, and when dawn broke, Fr Mohr had written a poem. 
On Christmas Day his friend, Franz Gruber, a music teacher in the village, composed 
music to fit the verses.   The village children heard the priest and the teacher singing, 
using two voices and a guitar, played by Franz. The church organ was out of order. 
“The Lord can hear us without an organ,” they said.  They did not know that this 
anniversary of Christ’s birthday was also the birthday of a great Christmas hymn that 
would be known in all lands where there is a Christmas, and that four little children 
would one day start it on its way to fame.                                                                                               
In the Zillertal valley in the Austrian Tyrol, the four Strasser children, Caroline, Joseph, 
Andreas and little Amalie had the most beautiful voices.  Every spring, the four 
children travelled to Leipzig to the annual Trade Fair.  Their parents were glove makers 
and it was the children’s job to display and sell the chamois gloves.  Leipzig, at Fair 
Time, was exciting and the children felt lost in the curious crowd.                                        
When their spirits needed lifting, they sang together. Their favourite song was “Song 
from Heaven.”  Karl Mauracher, a famous organ builder, had taught the children the 
song. Once when out repairing an organ, he asked the organist there to try it out. This 
organist was Franz Gruber and somehow he slipped into the Christmas melody he had 
composed for Fr Mohr. Karl asked Franz if he could take the song with him. Franz 
offered to write it down for him, but Karl told him not to bother as he already had 
hundreds of songs in his head and one more would make no difference.  The song 
quickly became popular in the valley. Karl never realised that he had brought back a 
truly valuable gift from two unknown composers! When the children sang, passers-by 
stopped to listen and were enchanted by the melodious tune. One day, Mr Pohlenz, 
Director General of Music in the kingdom of Saxony gave them tickets to one of his 
concerts, held in the ancient guild house of the drapers of Leipzig. When the children 
entered the auditorium, they felt timid. At the end of the concert, Mr Pohlenz 
announced that four children, with the finest voices he had heard for years, were 
present. He might be able to persuade them to sing for the King and Queen of Saxony, 
who were present, as well as the audience. This announcement took their breath 
away and they blushed as people began to applaud. “Let’s just shut our eyes and   
pretend we’re singing at home,” Amalie whispered to the others.   Their first song was  
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“Song from heaven,” and when they had finished the applause broke loose. They sang 
all the songs they knew, and when they knew no more, they sang “Song from heaven” 
again. The audience was still shouting for more when a gentleman in uniform came 
up on the platform and said that the King and Queen wished to receive the singers. 
The King said the song was very pretty and he had never heard it before. Joseph told  

him it was a Tyrolean folk song. The Queen asked them to come to their castle and 
sing it at Christmas.                                                                                                                                        
So it happened that on Holy Eve of the year 1832, in the Royal Saxon Court Chapel in 
Pleissenburg Castle, the Strasser children sang at the end of the Christmas services:   

Silent night, holy night –                                                                                                                                                 

All is calm, all is bright,                                                                                                                                    

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child;                                                                                                                       

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,                                                                                                                                 

Sleep in heavenly peace –                                                                                                                                                         

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

For years, on each Holy Eve, “Silent Night” was sung in the village of Hallein, in the 

house where Gruber lived and died, by a choir accompanied by Gruber’s grandson. 

And today the “Song from Heaven” like the Christmas message itself, still rings for all 

men of good will. 

Submitted by Angela Dalziel, condensed from “Silent Night” by Hertha Pauli. 

 

ALL THE WAY FROM SWITZERLAND 

It is with great pleasure that I receive the monthly newsletters of St. Pius.  I was a 
pupil of Santa Sabina from 1957 to 1964 and have many happy memories.  
In 1986, my husband, 2 young children and I left South Africa for Switzerland. As our 
children are now adults, it is easier for us to travel and we return to Cape Town 
regularly.   
I enjoyed your   article on Bishop Daniel Comboni and showed it to my husband, 
he found it most interesting and I have decided to share it with you.  
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Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas and Peaceful New Year.  
Isabella (Dickson) Pari. 
 
Your article on Saint Daniel Comboni, brought back distant memories from my 
family's past. As a matter of fact, my grandfather, John Bonnici was working on the 
Cairo to Khartoum railway line back in the late 1870’s. This very important project 
consisted of going deep into enemy territory to lay the tracks which would carry    
the troops to go back and conquer Omdurman (which later became Khartoum) after 
it had been attacked by the Mahdi's armies.   
John and his wife Amelia were very devout Catholics and very probably knew Bishop 
Daniel Comboni, before his passing away in 1881.  
Going down the Nile would have been suicidal, as the troops would have been shot at 
from the dunes and rocky outcrops on both sides of the river. Lord Kitchener, who 
was instrumental in the campaign, was a frequent visitor to my grandfather's camp, 
as the line made its way to reach its final destination.   
Upon completion of this railway line, my grandfather returned to Alexandria (Egypt) 
where my family was based and from where my uncle Wilfred started my family's 
emigration to South Africa in the early 1950's, following his daughter who married a 
South African officer who was stationed in Egypt following World War II and starting 
the gradual move of almost of the whole family to Cape Town.  
 Giampiero Pari (Switzerland) 
 

SENIORS’ CHRISTMAS TEA 
 
For the second year running, the members of the Workers of Mercy and the Catholic 
Women’s League hosted a Christmas tea for the senior citizens of our parish. What a 
great way to get into the festive spirit! On arrival, guests were greeted by Mother 
Christmas, looking quite stunning in a Mother Christmas dress and hat, handing out a 
gift bag with sweets and treats. The hall had a definite festive feel to it, with the 
tables beautifully decorated accordingly. 
Guests were further treated to a delicious variety of eats and plenty of hot tea and 
coffee. Entertainment was provided by The Companions, with member s ranging in 
age from 47 to 93 years! Their Vaudeville Group delighted the audience with a 
programme consisting of a bit of cabaret, comedy and singing, inviting the audience 
to sing along and get into the spirit of things; also demonstrating to one and all that 
“growing old” can certainly be fun!  Special mention must go to Charlie Chaplin, who 
always brings a smile to your face. 
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As the guests left, another treat awaited them – a gift bag filled with all the goodies 
considered not to be good for you. But, hey, for just once in the year, anything goes! 
 
Lots of lovely goodies to eat with a welcome packet of sweets. The first three quarters 
of an hour to eat and chat and the second hour entertainment by the Vaudeville 
Companions. We also got a goodie bag with chips etc on the way out. Totally spoilt. 
(From one of the attendees) 
 

 

 
 

The Companions 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST PIUS X 
 
Vigil Mass: Wednesday 24th December @ 18h00 

 
Midnight Mass: Wednesday 24th December @ 22h30 

 
Christmas Day:  Thursday 25th December @ 09h00 
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Christmas Quiz 

1 Over which kingdom did King Wenceslas rule?  
2 How many gifts in total in the 12 days of Christmas song? 
3 In which country did turkeys originate? 
4 The dingbat ( touFRANKch) represents which word? 
5 What colour are mistletoe berries? 
6  " The weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn" are lyrics   
     from which Christmas carol? 
7 Feliz Natal is Happy Christmas in which language? 
8 Papa Noel is Father Christmas in which country? 
9 Which country consumes the most turkey per capita per year? 
10 Bob Geldof has just, controversially, rereleased the 80's Band aid song  "do they  
     know it’s Christmas” … for what purpose? 
 

Compiled by Helene Dollman 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Answers : 1 Bohemia  2  364 (1times 12, 2times 11 etc.)  3 Mexico  

4 Frankincense  5 white  6 Oh Holy Night 

7 Portuguese  8 Spain  9 Israel  10 For help with Ebola in Sierra Leone 
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DOWN THE AISLE 

At the 6pm Mass on Saturday, we came up the aisle for a blessing for our wedding 

anniversary.  Walking up the same aisle that we did 46 years ago brought back many 

happy memories. It seemed like a blink of an eye. A lifetime of memories.  We started 

a new generation with our four children. They are all married and three of them 

joined the "great trek" and now live in England.  Today we are excitedly waiting for 

our son and his wife to arrive here on holiday.  When the plane touches down this 

morning our little granddaughter Megan will set foot on our soil for the very first 

time. On Sunday she will be baptized here at St Pius X, following in her father and his 

sisters' footsteps all who were also baptized in St Pius X. We are all looking forward to 

this celebration.  

On the 18th December little Megan's mother and father will most probably walk up 

the aisle to receive their blessing for the 15 years wedding anniversary of them 

walking down the very same aisle. My mother was also a founder member of              

St Pius X.  

Most of the main events of the four generations in our family life started with walking 

down the aisle at St Pius X. 

Sheila Lloyd 
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